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Burundi 


Burundi: Buyoya Cited on Plans To Sign 
‘Transitional Constitution’ 


BR1208135196 Groot-Bygaarden DE STANDAARD 
in Dutch 12 Aug 96 pp 1, 3 


[Report by Rik De Gendt} 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Brussels/Bujumbura — On 
Wednesday [14 August] Pierre Buyoya, the Burundian 
strong man, will sign a document intended to regulate 
the work of government institutions during the transi- 
tional period. “Feel free to call it a transitional consti- 
tution,’ Buyoya himself told DE STANDAARD yester- 
day. In this way he hoped “to reach a normalization in 
two or three years at most.” 


The new text largely picks up from the constitution 
approved in March 1992 under the presidency of 
Buyoya and suspended in the transfer of power of 25 
July 1996. It will regulate the working of the transitional 
government, Parliament, and relations between the two. 
Moreover a number of individual freedoms are more 
clearly defined. 


For the composition of the transitional Parliament, the 
proportions that emerged after the elecuons of June 
1993 apply. But the National Transitional Assembly will 
be expanded with members from civil society. 


This week the government in Bujumbura also will 
publish another text — a so-called “Political Project” 
which mainly aims for dialogue. "We wish to indicate 
yet again that we regard talks with the armed groups as 
necessary for a solution to the present crisis,” Buyoya 
said. “At present a broad ‘National Debate’ must lay 
the foundations fairly quickly for reconciliation, national 
unity, and sustainable peace.” 


Buyoya admitted readily that the economic sanctions 
by neighboring countries were hitting hard and only 
making the situation more difficult and complicated. 
But, he replied, “we are prepared to bear that to avoid 
worse things.” 


On Saturday Foreign Minister Luc Rukingama arrived 
in Brussels with the mission to advertise the good 
intentions of his government. He received a visa for a 
private visit to Belgium, but the Belgian Government 
was not willing to receive him for the time being, 
because, according to a spokesman, a meeting was “to 
say the least premature and not opportune.” 


Zaire Will Also Boycott Burundi 


The net is heing tightened around Burundi. After 
Rwanda on Priday, it was learned on Sunday Zaire 
would join the economic sanctions against Burundi. As 
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a result, Burundi is completely isolated in the region. Air 
traffic is also coming to a stop. Sabena has two flights 
from Bujumbura to Brussels on Tuesday, but they are 
probably the last. [passage omitted] 


Arusha 


Probably Rwanda gave in under the pressure of former 
Tanzanian President and mediator Julius Nyerere, who 
wants to get the “African” decision of Arusha carried 
Out no matter what the cost. 


In the meanume, Burundian Prime Minister Pascal 
Firmin Ndimira announced legislative power in his 
country would be exercised by a “national transitional 
assembly which will have real power to exercise control 
over the government and vote for laws.” But at the same 
time it must not become “a source of abuse for blocking 
government work." 


Ndimira added his new government also wanted to 
involve members of the suspended Parliament in this 
assembly “with the addition of personalities from all 
groupings, all social and economic interest groups, 
members of all the political families, and all sectors 
of national life.” [passage omitted] 


Burundi: Buyoya Urges Trust in New Leadership 


EA1208144196 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in Kirundi 1700 GMT 11 Aug 96 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] When our head of state vis- 
ited Muyinga yesterday, he heard and saw for himself 
that citizens in the area eagerly welcome the peaceful 
regime. Hutus, Tutsis, and Twa from all the province's 
communes arrived in great numbers, dancing and rejoic- 
ing. Indeed their happiness dates back to 1993, a year 
we will always remember because of the killings that 
took place here in Burundi. [passage omitted] 


President Buyoya took the opportunity to address the lo- 
cal civil servants and officials who asked him questions 
and presented him with their aspirations. They asked 
him about the fate of displaced people who should have 
their property restored. President Buyoya promised that 
the government will do everything possible to resettle 
them. However, he said that the prerequisite to that is 
the restoration of peace in which, he said, they have a 
great part to play. 


Concerning the problem of people suspected of partic- 
ipating in the killings in the country, the head of state 
said that justice will be done for all, be they foreigners 
or not. Two members of the audience asked questions 
concerning the forthcoming formation of the new in- 
stitutions, and the lies by foreign radio stations about 
Burundi. [passage omitted] 
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President Buyoya dispelled all the concerns with clear 
answers. Concerning the setting up of the institutions, he 
said that issue should be left to those concerned, saying 
they should be trusted. He said, however, that whoever 
has charges to answer will not be protected. As for those 
propagating provocative news, it is important, he said, 
to counter them with action. 


{Begin Buyoya recording] There is trust in the leader- 
ship institutions. We must show trust in the new leaders 
who must in turn show that they deserve it. We are go- 
ing to see whether our wishes will come true. If some 
of them are incompetent or if others are not in real- 
ity trusted by the citizens, there will be no reason why 
{words indistinct]. 


| would like to ask Burundians to change their attitude 
toward appointments. Leaders in the country have got 
duties and responsibilities. Each institution has got 
its responsibilities, so the appointment of leaders and 
ministers is the prerogative of the head of state and the 
prime minister. Let them appoint these people. You will 
judge people according to their performance. Let no one 
come and tell you that so and so should be appointed, 
or say that if so and so has not been appointed it is 
unacceptable. That is not the most important thing in 
the country. The important thing is for us to achieve 
peace and security. The fact that a minister hails from 
the Party for the Liberation of Hutu People or elsewhere 
does not mean anything at all. The important fact is that 
whether one hails from Muyinga, Cankuzo or Ngozi, 
they are working to restore security. 


I am stressing this because I am very surprised by the 
fact that at a time when we are working to restore 
peace and security, some people seem to be fighting for 
positions. As I said in my program to fight impunity, 
we have pledged not to protect any person charged 
with involvement in killing groups, whether he is a 
deputy, a minister or anything else. In the new National 
Assembly, we are including provisions that no one 
should be protected or be falsely charged. If there are 
people in the National Assembly with charges against 
them, they must face justice. Let us apply justice as we 
said it. 


As for those who spread lies in the foreign media — 
you heard of the motion to send local journalists abroad 
— we must refute their claims. In fact, when someone 
issues baseless lies, the falsehood does not go a long 
way. I think that we should not waste our time in trying 
to dismiss such lies. We should rather concentrate our 
energies on showing that whoever is talking is lying. | 
could tell you that in my experience as head of state such 
liars have always existed but they have never stopped 
us from pursuing our program [word indistinct]. When 
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we know the program and [words indistinct]. So, even 
now, in my opinion, the most effective way to fight 
them — instead of increasing the number of journalists 
abroad to counter their allegations — is to strive to teach 
them a lesson by depriving them of any material to talk 
about. Even with the embargo, I have said the same. 
The best way to fight them is to show the international 
community and our neighbors that what we want to 
achieve [words indistinct]. [end recording] 


Burundi: Buyoya in Secret Talks With Ousted 
President 


EA1208155896 Nairobi EAST AFRICAN STANDARD 
in English 12 Aug 96 p 5 


[Article by John Githongo: “Burundi Junta Leader 
Meets President’ } 


{[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] High-ranking officers in 
Burundi’s military leadership disclosed last week that 
junta leader Pierre Buyoya has held secret talks with 
ousted President Sylvestre Ntibantunganya and one 
officer said Nubantunganya may soon leave his refuge 
in the American embassy in Bujumbura and return 
home. 


In an interview with THE EAST AFRICAN, Colonel 
Jean-Bosco Daradangwe, the deputy cominander of 
the Burundi armed forces, said highly confidential 
“consultations” between the two were held at the US 
Embassy. 


Some local sources suggested Buyoya and his predeces- 
sor had met four times. But another officer, Lieutenant 
Colonel Nicodeme Nduhirubusa, a senior adviser to the 
junta, told this newspaper that he was aware of only one 
meeting. He said it was held outside the embassy and 
no US diplomats were present. 


Suggesting that Ntibantunganya would soon leave the 
embassy, Lieutenant Colonel Nduhirubusa said, “things 
are improving now. Ntibantunganya’s residence is being 
prepared for him.” 


The ousted president has refused to leave the embassy 
for fear of the army. Commented Lieutenant Colonel 
Nduhirubusa, “I cannot say that even my security is 
totally guaranteed. I can also die. But I don’t think there 
would be any problem with Ntibantunganya’s security 
if he came out’. [passage omitted] 


Burundi: Foreign Minister Denounces Embargo 
LD1208134696 Paris Radio France International 
in French 1230 GMT 12 Aug 96 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] There is a total embargo 
against Burundi. [passage omitted] 
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Obviously, this embargo is affectung the Burundi author- 
iues. This morning, Burundi’s foreign minister started a 
tour which will take him to Brussels and Paris to explain 
his country’s position. Dominique Thierry recorded his 
cauuious reacuon this morning in Brussels: 


{Begin Foreign Minister Rukingama recording] | think 
this is an attack against human rights. There is no justi- 
fication for this embargo at the international level. We 
signed agreements with neighboring countries which 
make a number of stipulauions regarding the transit of 
goods. We have neither provoked nor insulted the neigh- 
boring countries. These measures are completely un- 
called for which are intended to create a second crisis 
which adds to the one that led to genocide and mas- 
sacres. [end recording) [passage omitted] 


Burundi: Government Announces Fue/ Rationing 
To Counter Sanctions 


AB 1208201296 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in Kirundi 1700 GMT 12 Aug 96 


{[FBIS Translated Text] In order to make sure that cit- 
izens do not exacerbate the problems brought about 
by previously friendly countries, the Ministry of Com- 
merce, Industry and Tourism, today announced that 
from tomorrow there will be gasoline rationing. The 
measure was taken for the good of citizens to prevent 
the gasoline from running out. Here is the director gen- 
eral of commerce, Nimenya Nicodeme: 


[Begin recording] [Nimenya] Following sanctions by 
neighboring countries, to ensure that our goods reach us, 
the state has decided to reduce the consumption of fuel. 
The aim is mainly to make sure that the fuel we have 
lasts as long as possible while efforts are in progress to 
reverse the sanctions. 


Concerning the reduction in fuel consumption, private 
vehicles will get less fuel so that vehicles which move 
goods between provinces or within towns get enough 
fuel. This also includes vehicles which transport people 
either within towns or between towns in the country. 
Gasoline companies have been asked to sell only a third 
of the quantity previously sold. 


Private cars will get 20 liters per month. Taxis will get 
40 liters per month. Jeeps, four-wheel-drive vehicles, 
will get 30 liters, pick-ups will get 80 liters, trucks will 
get 400 liters, buses will get 400 liters, tractors will get 
200 liters, trailers will get 400 liters and motorbikes will 
get 6 liters per month. 


From tomorrow morning, ration cards will be distributed 
at the FFB [Burundi Football Association] ground. 
Every person will find a card here with his number plate 
on it. We call upon provincial governors to send us a 


CENTRAL AFRICA 3 


list of vehicles which operate in the provinces and their 
number plates so that gasoline ration cards are sent to 
them to avoid a loss of time on their part. 


Petrol stations will only give out fuel after receiving 
ration cards and employees from the Ministry of Com- 
merce, Industry and Tourism will collect the ration cards 
collected from car owners every evening. We shall make 
sure that the fuel sold is equal to the number of ration 
cards distributed. 


Those who do noi abide by the above will be severely 
punished, mainly by the irreversible closing of the gas 
station. ) 


[Unidentified reporter] What was the reason behind the 
gasoline rationing? 


{[Nimenya] As you know well, we do not know when the 
sanctions will end. They could continue for the next year 
or two. We wanted to make sure that the fuel we now 
have lasts for as long as possible while we are trying 
to reverse the sanctions, so that people continue to get 
fuel but in smaller quantities. The sanctions could last 
for a very long time, so people should get ready for it so 
that those who previously used their car for a 100m trip 
now walk. Those who used to occasionally travel home 
to the countryside, should change their habits since as 
you know this is a challenge we must overcome. [end 
recording} 


Burundi: Buyoya Requests German Support 
During ‘Dilemma’ 


AU 1208124796 Berlin DIE TAGESZEITUNG 
in German 8 Aug 96 p 9 


[Interview with Burundian President Pierre Buyoya by 
Rupert Neudeck in Buyumbura; date not given] 


[FBIS Translated Text] [Neudeck] You are familiar with 
Germany and speak German. What do you expect from 
Germany today? 


{[Buyoya] We expect understanding and support. We 
are undertaking a rescue process. We are not against 
democracy. I am one of those who struggled for 
democracy in Africa. But now we are facing a dilemma 
that is compelling us to interrupt the democratic process 
for a while, a process that has led to disaster. Our friends 
in Germany must understand the need for this situation. 
I ask the Germans to help us now, for we need them 
more than ever. 


[Neudeck] Are you disappointed with the international 
community's reactions so far? 


{[Buyoya] Not really. I understand these reactions. They 
will change. I am a little disappointed in our African 
friends. 


This report may contain copyrighted material Copying and dissemination 
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(Neudeck] Are you shocked by the decision of the East 
African countries to impose sanctions against Burindi? 


[Buyoya] These decisions are obviously che resuli of a 
misunderstanding. We must explain to our partners that 
to avoid a situation that would lead to genocide, we 
simply had no choice. I am quite sure our neighbors will 
understand this after all and will dissociate themselves 
from these measures. We have told our neighbors that 
the sanctions will have no effect on society. 


[Neudeck] The world has the impression that Burvadi 
is a divided society. 

{Buyoya] Burundi is indeed a divided society. In order 
to achieve a unified society, there are a few priorities. 
We must create security for everyone, we must reduce 
the degree of danger. Do not forget that Burundi is in a 
state of civil war. We must boost the peace process 
through talks and dialogue. Reconciliation may well 
occur after that. 


[Neudeck] How can your country’s army be restructured 
in such a way that both the Tutsi and Hutu may regard 
it as an army for the entire Burundi people? 


[Buyoya] What we have to do is quite clear. First, we 
must restore confidence in the country. Second, we must 
restore discipline in the army. The reform process can 
then begin so we can attain this goal. 


Burundi: Tanzania Eases Border Restrictions; Aid 
Convoy To Arrive 


AB1308112896 Paris AFP in English 
1115 GMT 13 Aug 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} Nairobi, 13 Aug (AFP) — 
Seven trucks loaded with aid from the UN World Food 
Programme left Tanzania for the border of sanctions- 
bound Burundi on Tuesday [13 August], after the Dar es 
Salaam government eased restrictions on humanitarian 
aid. 


The aid convoy is due to cross into Burundi on 
Wednesday, according to Brenda Barton, the WFP's 
spokeswoman in Nairobi. The convoy of trucks, loaded 
with 210 tonnes of beans which will be distributed to 
refugees at Ngozi, in northern Burundi, will have a 
Burundi Army escort once it crosses the border. 

WFP executive director Catherine Bertini welcomed 
Tanzania's decision, which softened its earlier stance 
that aid would only be allowed through in extreme cir- 
cumstances. “We hope the same spirit of cooperation 
will prevail among other countries of the region to en- 
sure that humanitarian relief operations are not derailed 
as a result of the sanctions,” Bertini said in statement. 
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Burundi: France Order. Nationals To Leave on 
Last Flight Out 


LD1208123596 Paris France-Info Radio in French 
1200 GMT 12 Aug %6 


{[FBIS Translated Text} France has again asked the 170 
French citizens who still live in Burundi to leave with 
the Sabena flight scheduled for tomorrow. Burundi’s 
neighboring countries are enforcing an embargo against 
Burundi. 


Burundi: Nyangoma Urges Sanctions, Supports 
Dialogue 


BR1208135396 Rome LA REPUPBLICA in Italian 
10 Aug 96 p 14 


[Interview with Leonard Nyangoma, Burundi National 
Council for the Defense of Democracy leader, by Renato 
Caprile in Rome; date not given] 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt] Rome — [passage omitted] 
[Caprile}] What is the current situation in Burundi, Mr. 
Nyangoma? 


[Nyangoma] A situation of total illegality. The situation 
has come full circle. In other words, the Army, monopo- 
lized by the Tutsis, perfected on 25 July the coup d'etat 
it began on 23 October three years ago when it assas- 
sinated Melchior Ndadaye, the democratically elected 
president of Burundi. Now the head of state is the very 
man who lost the presidential election and whose first 
moves were to abolish the Constitution, and to suspend 
parliament and the political parties. In a word, he has 
wiped out democracy. 


[Caprile] You were not exactly gentle yourselves. The 
extremists in your party are accused of murdering 
hundreds of civilians in Bugundena. 


([Nyangoma] Extremists? That word has no meaning in 
my eyes. There are none in my party's ranks. We are at 
war. War opposes only democrats and antidemocrats. 


[Caprile] Quite, but who killed the women and children 
with machete blows, the democrats or the antidemocrats. 


{[Nyangoma] I cannot rule out that armed groups out 
of all control may have overdone things, but the fact 
remains that my people are simply exercising a sacred 


right. 

{Caprile) Which is? 

[Nyangoma] The right to self defense. 
[Caprile] Even against defenseless people? 


[Nyangoma] When a revolution takes place, unfortu- 
nately innocents often pay the price as well. Those in 
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Bugundena are not the first to do so. Nor, I fear, will 
they be the last. The truth is that the world’s media 
have overemphasized those events and given no public- 
ity to the reprisals carried out by the Tutsi Army which 
has exterminated, and is still exterminating, thousands 
of Hutus for no purpose at all. They are to blame for 
this genocide; we are simply defending ourselves. The 
gravest thing is that the United Nations, in order (0 avoid 
giving what it erroneously calls the Hutu guerrillas any 
further cause to intensify combat, has ended up like 
many in the West by believing that the coup d'etat is 
the lesser evil, not giving a blind damn about the Bu- 
rundian people's opinion. 


{Caprile)] So, what can the West do? 


[Nyangoma] It can impose sanctions on the coupists. It 
Can put increased pressure on the Bujumbura military 
regime, as many African countries have done. 


{Caprile}] UNICEF (United Nations Children’s Fund] 
launched an appeal today: Some 200,000 children are 
in danger of dying because of the boycott. Not only has 
all the emergency material stocked in warehouses in 
neighboring countries been frozen, but even the arrival 
of drugs and medicine has been halted. 


[Nyangoma] UNICEF is right. Imposing sanctions does 
not mean freezing food and health aid. The coupists 
must be forced to restore legality. 


{Caprile] Do you not think, Mr. Nyangoma, that if that 
is the premise, there is no alternative to a bloodbath? 


[Nyangoma] Despite everything, I believe dialogue is 
still possible. If Buyoya finds the courage to publicly 
State that he and his government intend to negotiate, we 
will have no problem in doing the same. 


Central African Republic 


Central African Republic: Parliament Issues 
Communique Condemning Coup in Burundi 
AB1208212096 Bangui Radiodiffusion-Television 
Centrafricaine Radio in French 1800 GMT 12 Aug 96 


{Communique issued by the National Assembly; place 
and date not given} 


{[FBIS Translated Text} On 26 July, the Burundian Army 
has, once again came out by force against the will of the 
majority of the people of Burundi. It dealt a deadly blow 
to the established democratic institutions by toppling 
the elected President Ntibantunganya and disrupting the 
acuvities of the National Assembly. 


This serious development only compromises the current 
democratic process in Africa in general and particularly 
in this sister country which is already scourged by civil 
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war. It is for this reason that the bureau, ruling on behalt 
of the Central African National Assembly which 1s 
currently on recess, condemns the military coup d'etat. 


It firmly supporis the Burundian National Assembly, a 
fellow member of the International Francophone Parlia- 
ments Association, its speaker, Leonce Ngendakumana, 
and the brotherly Burundian people; calls for the rapid 
and unconditional reinstatement of the elected president 
of the Republic, Mr. Nubantunganya, and wishes for a 
return to normal constitutional life in accordance with 
process initiated by Burundi’s neighboring countries and 
endorsed by the recent summit of Yaounde. 


It is high me Africa understands that only the verdict of 
the ballot box must be privileged, by making it possible 
for the people to freely express themselves through the 
ballot box to choose their leaders. 


Chad 


Chad: New Government Appointed; Opposition 
Leader Holds Key Post 


LD1208212696 Paris Radio France International 
in French 1730 GMT 12 Aug 96 


{[FBIS Translated Text] The new Chadian Government 
is quite novel in two different ways: First of ail, 
most of the members of the team are occupying their 
first ministerial post, and also it is a government that 
has been opened up to the opposition. It is led by 
Djimasta Koibla, reappointed to the post by President 
Idriss Deby, who was officially invested as head of 
State on 8 August, following his victory in multiparty 
presidential elections. The foreign affairs portfolio goes 
to Saleh Kebzabo, one of the leaders of the opposition. 
Dieudonne Djonabaye is on the line from Ndjamena: 


[Djonabaye] Saleh Kebzabo, the leader of an opposition 
party — The National Union for Development and 
Renewal — has been appointed to the prestigious 
post of foreign minister. In the order established by 
protocol he becomes the number three figure in the 
government hierarchy. This former journalist was one of 
the fiercest opponents of the authorities, and as a result 
was imprisoned on several occasions. Saleh Kebzabo 
gave his support to Idriss Deby in the second round 
of the presidential election. As for Wadal Abdelkader 
Kamougue, the unlucky first round challenger, he is 
sticking to his position and insisting that he will not join 
the government team before the legislative elections in 
November. 


It is a government in which almost all the ministers are 
new and it is heavily dominated by the head of state's 
party and its allies. There are two notable departures, 
that of Maldom Bada Abbas, chairman of the MPS 
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(Patriotic Salvation Movemen'|, the party in power, and 
Finance Minister Mahamat Ahmat Alhabo. A notable 
newcomer to the government is Salomon Tombalbaye, 
the eldest son of the first president of Chad, who takes 
on the Ministry of Post and Telecommunications. 


Sao Tome & Principe 


Sao Tome & Principe: Government Determined To 
Crush ‘Anarchy’ in Capital 

AB1308092096 London BBC World Service 

in English 0630 GMT 13 Aug 96 


[From the African news] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Government of the West 
African island of Sao Tome and Principe has vowed 
to use force if necessary to crush what it Vescribed as 
anarchy in the capital which has been virtually sealed 
off by protesters. The demonstrators, who are protesting 
against severe power cuts, have blocked almost all 
the roads into the capital Sao Tome, using barricades 
of burning tires, cars, and trees. But after a special 
session of the cadinet on Monday [12 August], the prime 
minister, Arminde Vaz d'Almeida, said the security 
forces will today open the roads and dismantle the 
barricades. 


Zaire 


Zaire: Minster Concerned by Consequences of 
Burundi Problems 

LD1308085396 Paris Radio France International 
in French 0730 GMT 13 Aug 96 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Burundi: For the first time, 
African countries have enforced a total embargo against 
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an OAU member country. Burunai’s big neighbor, 
Zaire, has decided to enforce the embargo very strictly. 
[passage omitted] 


Zairean Foreign Minister Jean-Marie Kititwa says his 
country never stopped talking to Burundi because Bu- 
rundi’s problems always have consequences for Zaire: 


[Begin Kititwa recording] | was in Bujumbura not so 
long ago — first alone and then with the prime minister 
and the defense minister. We were about to s< !ve several 
problems. [Name indistinct] asked us not to support 
{Hutu leader and former Interior Minister Leonard} 
Nyangoma’s action in spite of the fact that we were not 
supporting him; we are not a base for the destabilization 
of other countries. However, we promised thal we 
do will do everything we can to convince Nyangoma 
to suspend the figthing and talk to his countrymen. 
Meanwhiie the government has collapsed. Zaire cannot 
bear to see Burundi burdened with too many problems 
because Burundi’s difficulties have consequences on 
Zaire. Zaire cannot support a coup or something which 
is not democratic. [end recording] 


This may n cop igh { ial. Copying and 4: . . ’ 
is prohibited without permission of the copynght owners. 


FBIS-AFR-96-157 
13 August 1996 


Rwanda 


Rwanda: Oil Shipment Diverted From Burundi to 
Rwanda 


EA1208194896 Nairobi THE EAST AFRICAN 
in English 12 Aug 96 p 1 


[Article by Joseph Kithama: "100,000 Dollar Burundi 
Oil Diverted to Rwanda” } 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt} Three days after the Ist 
August imposition of regional sanctions against the 
military regime in Burundi, oil for that country worth 
over 100,000 US dollars was diverted to neighboring 
Rwanda, which has been ambivalent about the Burundi 
blockade. 


The disclosure fuelled speculation that Rwanda was 
covertly assisting Burundi to stockpile oil, though no 
firm evidence was publicly available. 


A senior representative of a large oil-exporting company 
in Tanzania told THE EASTAFRICAN last week that 
represen.atives of the Burundi importers travelled to Dar 
es Salaam and changed the oil cargo documents from 
Burundi to a Rwanda destination. He said 10 out of 
15 road tankers carrying no less than 50,000 litres of 
fuel each were rerouted to Rwanda after reaching the 
Tanzania-Burundi border post of Kabanga, which was 
closed when road links were cut. 


He said he did not know the whereabouts of the other 
five oil tankers. “Once they leave here after purchasing 
oil from us, it is no longer our business to know where 
they are,” he said. [passage omitted] 


Uganda 
Uganda: Over 300 Killed in Recent Fighting in 
Norté 
EA1208202896 Kampala THE MONITOR in English 
12 Aug 96 pil 


[Article by John Muto-Ono p’Layur and Pius Muteekani: 
"3% Killed in 2 Weeks of Fighting”) 


{[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] At least 327 people, in- 
cluding government soldiers and rebels, have been 
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killed in two-and-a-half weeks of fighting in Gulu dis- 
trict. This includes 255 civilians, 40 Uganda People’s 
Defense Force (UPDF) soldiers (official figures) and 
32 rebels, including two top commanders, Lieutenant 
Colonel Beba Beba, alias Oola, and Chiet Signal Ot- 
ficer Capt Ojok, of Joseph Kony’s Lord's Resistance 
Army (I °.4 according to Casualty figures published in 
the local press between 25th July and 10th August and 
compiled by ‘The Monitor’. About 37 people — includ- 
ing 23 students of St Mary's college Lacor — were also 
abducted over the same period, although some of them 
later escaped from captivity. [passage omitted) 


Uganda: Kony Rebels Reportedly Abduct 11 
Civilians 


EA1208210396 Kampala Radio Uganda Network 
in English 1700 GMT 12 Aug 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} Eleven people from (Lolok- 
wek) village in Aringa Pii parish in East Moyo have 
been abducted by Joseph Kony’s NRA [National Resis- 
tance Army] rebels in an attack on the village last night 
The rebels also looted two shops in the village 


The MP for East Moyo who is also the second deputy 
prime minister and minister for tourism, wildlife and 
antiquities, Brigadier Moses Ali, visited the affected 
villages [as heard] to assess the situation and assured 
the people that [the] government was doing everything 
possible to rescue the abducted people. Brigadier Moses 
Ali told the people that the UPDF [Uganda People’s 
Defense Forces] is pursuing the rebels. 
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South Africa: PAGAD Leader Claims Hamas, 
Hizboillah Offer Help 


MB1208182096 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1721 GMT 12 Aug 96 


(PBIS Transcribed Text] CAPE TOWN Aug 12 SAPA 
-— The African National Congress in the Western 
Cape on Monday {12 August] condemned threats by 
the People Against Gangsterism and Drugs (PAGAD) 
to call in the help of Hamas [Islamic Resistance 
Movement} and Hi7* "2h in their bate against drug 
lords. 


"South Africa | «: ind pendent country and no-one 
should be allowe: '« yene in our internal problems,” 
the organisation Saiu ii a Statement on Monday. 


PAGAD chief commander Ali “Fhantom" Parker re- 
portedly said PAGAD had received offers of help from 
Hizbollah and Hamas. “At the moment we have not in- 
vited them to come to our aid but should we, they will 
come by the planeload.” 


The ANC said while it recognised that urgent measures 
were needed to curb the growing crime rate, it could 
not allow a situation where pressure was put on the 
government. "No matter how noble PAGAD’s cause, 
murdering drug lords and gangsters is not the answer. 
It only serves to create a more explosive and uncontrol- 
lable situation,” the ANC said. 


The current situation must not be allowed to get out 
of control, the ANC said, calling for more police and 
SA [South Africa] National Defence Force troops to be 
deployed on the Cape Flats. It called on PAGAD to con- 
tinue with peaceful attempts “to rid our communities of 
criminals” and along with community-based organisa- 
tions to come forward and assist the police in the fight 
against crime. 


South Africa: Natal Police Deny Existence of 
Muslim Military Camp 

MB1!208164496 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1500 GMT 12 Aug 96 


([FBIS Transcribed Text] The police in KwaZalu/Na- 
tal say they're taking threats by the militant Muslim 
group People Against Gangsterism and Drugs, PA- 
GAD, very seriously. This follows reports that PAGAD 
intends broadening their operations from Cape Town 
to KwaZulwNatal. Police spokesperson, Director Bala 
Naidoo, says groupings engaged in similar operations 
will be closely monitored by the police. 

And in Port Elizabeth, the police have denied the 
existence of a Muslim military training camp near 
Green Bushes. Superintendent (Dewid Flemmet) says 
he's received several allegations to this effect, but that 
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the area is merely a recreational center for Muslims. 
He’s acknowledged the existence of a shooting range at 
the sight, but says it is definitely not a training camp. 


Meanwhile the police have stepped up patrols at 
mosques and Muslim schools and businesses in the 
northern areas in the wake of the tension in the Cape 
Flats between gangsters and PAGAD. 


South Africa: Mbeki Opens Defense Policy Review 
Conference 


MB1208165395 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1628 GMT 12 Aug 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] CAPE TOWN Aug 12 SAPA 
— Should the Defence Force play a bigger role in 
helping the police fight crime? 


This is one of the key questions being addressed at a 
two-day National Defence Review conference, aimed 
at concrelising recommendations made in the Defence 
\White Paper adopted by Parliament earlier this year. 


Opening the conference at Parliament on Monday [12 
August] morning, Deputy President Thabo Mbeki said 
that while everyone appreciated the SANDF’s (South 
African National Defense Force} support for the SAPS 
{South African Police Service] in combating crime, "we 
have agreed in the White Paper that this is a secondary 
supportive function of Defence”. 


But the Institute for Defence Policy says in a paper 
tabled at the conference that it believes it inevitable the 
SANDF’s support for the SAPS will increase. “Despite 
the good intentions of the White Paper on Defence (and 
the agreement among ail! defence und police analysts, 
including the members of this Institute) that the SANDF 
should withdraw from the internal security situation, we 
believe it inevitable that the support that the SANDY 
provides to the police will increase and not decreasr 


The main reasons for this belief, says the Institute, are 
the slow progress in transforming the SAPS, the virtual 
collapse of the judicial system, the ongoing crises in 
prisons, and the failure of the RDP [Reconstruction and 
Development Program] so far. 


“Recently, in Salt River, vigilante groups have again 
taken the law into their own hands, graphically illus- 
trating the extent to which the public are frustrated by 
the rising levels of crime.” 


The Institute warns thai South Africa “teeters on the 
brink of becoming simply another African basket case, 
where violence, corruption and brutality rule, instead 
of being the engine for African regeneration”. It also 
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criticises “public mudslinging matches" between Jus- 
tice Minister Dullah Omar and National Police Com- 
missioner George Fivaz on who is to blame for most 
crimes remaining unresolved. 


The threats facing South Africa are not military, but 
crime, porous borders, inadequate population movement 
control and the steady decay of the country’s social 
fabric, says the Institute. 


Mbeki said the primary function of the SANDF had to 
be to act as a credible deterrent to would-be aggressors 
against the country. 


It had been said by some that a clearer definition of the 
Defence function was not possible until South Africa 
had a fully-fledged foreign policy. “In fact, that policy 
does exist — as el y articulated by our Foreign 
Minister, the honourable Alfred Nzo and his deputy, 
Aziz Pahad — certainly sufficient to create the basis 
for our national security policy and defence posture.” 


In accordance with South Africa's foreign policy and 
the Defence White Paper, the country’s national security 
was interpreted as seeking to achieve security for all its 
citizens in the context of a common regional security, 
Deputy Defence Minister Ronnie Kasrils said Pres- 
ident Nelson Mandela's call to make the Defence 
Force's part-time forces more representative had to be 
implemented through an extensive recruitment cam- 
paign. "We need specifically to attract more members 
of the former MK [Umkhonto we Sizwe — Spear 
of the Nation; ANC military wing], APLA [Azanian 
People's Liberation Army], and TVBC [Transkei, Bo- 
phuthatswana, Venda, Ciskei) forces into the part-time 
regiments and area-based units. 


"In addition to the existing regiments, we should look 
to the creation of a possible Chris Hani Regiment of 
Khayelitsha or Tambo Regiment of KwaMashu.” 


South Africa: South African Press Review for 12 
Aug 
MB1208/ 35496 


(FBIS Report) 
THE STAR 


Death of Dissent Within ANC — Mondli Makhanya 
writes in an article on page 10 of Johannesburg THE 
STAR in English on 12 August that following the un- 
banning of the ANC in 1990 “dissent in the organisa- 
tion began dying a slow death. Suddenly there was ‘a 
line’ that had to be followed and one diverted from it at 
one’s own peril. The final nail in the coffin of dissent 
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was hammered in when the organisation came to power 
in 1994." THE ANC’s structures then became "organs 
of enforcing the party line.” “Suppression of dissent in 
the ANC was most evident during the Sarafina II furore 
when the ANC leadership once again breached consti- 
tutional protocol by preventing the parliamentary health 
committee from quizzing Health Minister Dr Nkosazana 
Zuma about her wastage of public funds.” Makhanya be- 
lieves the onus for ensuring open debate and account- 
ability “rests on the ANC,” and “it is time the ordinary 
membership of the party retreated from its shells and 
began challenging the leadership." 


SOWETAN 


ANC’s Receipt of Money From Hotel Businessman — 
President Nelson Mandela's admission that the ANC 
did receive money from hotel magnate Sol Kerzner for 
its 1994 election campaign “raises a few unpalatable 
questions as to the reasons why the ANC initially denied 
having received any money from the businessman; and 
why the organisation accepted money from a source 
who was the subject of an investigation into R2 million 
{rands} bribery charges,” states a page-8 editorial in 
Johannesburg SOWETAN in English on 12 August. 
"The ANC now has to contend with accusations that 
it was not totally unaware at the time that the Kerzner 
donation presented it with a political dilemma, that it 
accepted the money hoping that party loyalty would 
override any objections from its ranks to the donation.” 
The whole issue has "created an impression that the 
Organisation is not all that discerning about its sources 
of funding.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


‘Embarrassment’ Over Donations to ANC — Johannes- 
burg BUSINESS DAY in English on 12 August in a 
page-8 editorial says that by a succession of actions 
against former Deputy Minister for Tourism and En- 
vironment Bantu Holomisa, the ANC "has appeared to 
protect Public Enterprises Minister Stella Sigcau, whom 
Holomisa said had never properly explained her share 
of a Kerzner bribe for Transkei gambling rights; then 
Kerzner, against whom no action has been taken despite 
a public admission; then the ANC itself as Holomisa 
claimed Kerzner enjoyed special treatment because of 
hefty contributions to party funds. Now the embarrass- 
ment goes all the way to President Mandela, who has 
had to refute a vehement ANC denial that Kerzner 
had given the ANC money. The ANC is left claiming 
that those payments did not influence public policy, but 
its denials will have diminished credibility.” The ANC 
“which has done much to keep its pledges of trans- 
parency and integrity finds its reputation less secure.” 
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Liberia Ghana 

Liberia: Peacekeepers Arrest 50 After Arms Ghana: Ministry Denies Reported Antipathy 

Discovery Toward Togo, Eyadema 


AB1208133196 Paris AFP in English 
1014 GMT 12 Aug 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Monrovia, Aug 12 (AFP) — 
West African peacekeepers in Liberia have arrested at 
least 50 people in connection with an arms cache found 
in central Monrovia, state radio reported here Monday 
{12 August]. 


The radio quoted a spokesman for the peacekeeping 
force, known as ECOMOG, as saying the arrests, mainly 
of former combattants in Liberia's civil war, were made 
Sunday after several assault rifles, including AK-47s and 
automatic machine guns, were found stashed in a septic 
tank during a routine arms search in several parts of the 
capital. 


It said the suspects were being investigated at ECO- 
MOG [Economic Community of West African States 
Cease-Fire Monitoring Group] headquarters for their al- 
leged illegal possesson of the weapons. 


Local residents told AFP “a large number” of former 
combattants were still in the area of the arms find more 
than two months after seven weeks of factional fighting 
in Monrovia ended last May. 


Meanwhile, faction leader George Boley of the Liberia 
Peace Council (LPC), has called on the Economic 
Community of West African States (ECOWAS) to 
intensify its efforts in ensuring that Monrovia and its 
environs are rid of arms.” 


“Reports of abductions and killings in a new wave of 
violence in the city poses a serious danger to the peace 
and stability of this safe haven,” said Boley. 


Addressing a rally of his supporters, Boley also repeated 
a warning against holding elections in Liberia before 
the country’s estimated 60,000 factional fighters were 
disarmed. 


“Any attempt to hold elections in the midst of arms will 
only lead to chaos,” he said. 


ECOWAS leaders last month said elections should be 
held in Liberia in nine months, even without total 
disarmament. 

Some 150,000 Liberians have been killed since a De- 
cember 1989 rebellion against longtime dictator Samuel 
Doe degenerated into a conflict involving at least seven 
armed groups. 


AB1208153296 Accra Ghana Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in English 
1300 GMT 12 Aug 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) The Ministry of Foreign Af- 
fairs has emphasized that the Ghana Government does 
not have any antipathy for the Republic of Togo and its 
leader, President Gbassingbe Eyadema. 


In a statement issued in Accra, the ministry referred 
to a report in a national daily on the recent ECOWAS 
[Economic Community of West African States} summit 
in Abuja, Nigeria. The statement noted that in the report, 
the correspondent commented among other things that 
Ghana's antipathy to President Eyadema beside the 
cross border problems was attributed to Togo’s apparent 
noncommitment to the subregional organization. The 
ministry said it agreed with the ambassador of Togo that 
the word antipathy impacts most negatively on Ghana- 
Togo bilateral relations. He said Ghana's bilateral 
relations with Togo, which had not been cordial for a 
number of years, have been rekindled. 


The new warmth in bilateral relations 1s attested to by 
the 1995 official visit to Togo by President Rawlings 
during which he discussed bilateral issues with President 
Eyadema — the Togolese leader has promised to return 
the visit — the official visit to Togo by a delegation of 
parliamentarians to hold discussions with their Togolese 
counterparts — the Ghanaian delegation which was led 
by the speaker Mr. Justice D.F. Annan was received by 
President Eyadema — and the ongoing discussions be- 
tween Ghanaian and Togolese officials aimed at reacu- 
vating the Ghana-Togo border demarcation commission. 


The statement said the foregoing are concrete devel- 
opments in Ghana's bilateral relations with Togo, and 
every effort must be made to accelerate the pace. In 
this regard, it is pertinent that unguarded statements are 
not made as such statements tend to have long-lasting 
repercussions on Ghana's relations with other countries. 
The ministry appealed to editors of those state-owned 
and privately owned newspapers to be careful of expres- 
sions which would impact negatively on Ghana relations 
with other countries. 


{Accra DAILY GRAPHIC in English on 29 July reports 
the following: “Nigerian Head of State General Sani 
Abacha emerged as a compromise candidate to replace 
Ghana's President Jerry Rawlings as the new Chairman 
of the ECOWAS at the end of its 19th summit in Abuja 
at the weekend. This followed a stalemate in a contest 
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between Malian President Alpha Oumar Konare and 
Togolese Leader Gnassingbe Eyadema. 


"Diplomatic sources said President Abacha was against 
Konare's candidature because of the latter's stance on 
the Ogoni murder trials and the subsequent killings 
of writer Ken Saro-Wiwa and nine other human right 


activists. Ghana's antipathy to Eyadema beside their 
cross border problems was attributed to Togo’s apparent 
noncommitment to the sub-regional organisation ever 
since he completed his term as chairman during the | 1th 
Summit."] 
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